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The Steel 50 Conference organized by the
South African Institute of Steel Construction
(SAISC) has been held on November 8 and
9, 2006 in the Standton Convention Centre
in the heart of Johannesburg. This
international conference and the Steel
Awards ceremony were held in conjunction
with the 50" anniversary of SAISC.

The subject matter of the Steel 50 two days
conference covered almost every aspect of
the use of steel in construction. But the
underlying theme was clear: innovation.
What is new in our environment, in
technology, in how we run projects, and in
how we conduct business? What are our
new opportunities? And sometimes we need
to look at what we do to see where renewal
is needed.

There was of course an emphasis on Africa,
and even more on South Africa, but many
speakers and delegates were from other parts
of the world. The audience of some 250
people included professional from various
horizons, including developers, structural
engineers, project managers, steelwork
contractors, steel product manufacturers and
retailers, architects and the steel industry in
general. A number of influential people took
part in the conference, all of whom have
specialised in one or more of the areas
mentioned above, some from South Africa
and some from overseas such as M. Malay
Mukherjee from Mittal Steel International.

The conference has been divided into a
number of sessions with 41 lectures and 8
panelists covering various aspects pertaining
to steel, such as structures to resist the
extreme actions of man & nature,

information technology, construction
projects, research and development, energy
and its opportunity for steel, steel in

housing, exceptional projects, Africa as a
market for structural steelwork, mankind’s

need for energy, a special session on steel in
architecture, new codes of practice for steel
design, new ideas for the practising
structural engineer, steel in housing and
exceptional projects from across the world.
This last session included the presentation of
Jean Nouvel’s Quai Branly Museum by B.
Lemoine, the Arizona Football’s Stadium by
Don Engler, stadiums projects by Knut
Goppert, the Beijng Olympics Swimming
Stadium by T. Carfrae from Arup and an
overview of the stadiums for FIFA World

Cup which is to be organized by South

Africa in 2010.

The conference was followed by the 25th
Steel Awards dinner of the SAISC. Being
the 50th anniversary of SAISC, this
glamorous event included an “award of
awards’, highlighting the innovation and
perfection of which this industry is capable,
by way of examples extracted from
throughout Southern Africa. The overall
winner was the Doha Khalifa indoor
stadium, along side with winners for
commercial use (Vineyard Hotel near Cape
Town), architecture for industry (Clothing
design and distribution centre in Durban),
engineering/mining (ship-to-shore container
handling  crane), tubular  structures
(Randfontein taxi rank), innovative (Marion
Island new scientific base), recycling
(Thesen Island redevelopment). More detall
are given inSteel Constructionssue n°6,
November 2006.

ECCS look forward to see SAISC join
ECCS as an international member.

Bertrand Lemoine
Chairman ECCS Promotion Management
Board
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