ECCS Annual Meetings 2005: 50th Anniversary Ceremony
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In 2005, the ECCS will celebrate its 50th anniversary.

The Convention remains Europe’s only transnational network for steel construction.

It was launched in October 1955 by representatives of structural steelwork associations in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Spain and Switzerland after some informal discussions between the “Verband Schweizerischer Brückenbau –und Stahlhochbau –Unternehmungen (VSB”), the “Syndicat de la Construction Métallique de France (SCMF)”, and the “Deutscher Stahlbau-Verband (DSTV)”.

The objectives of the European Convention for Constructional Steelwork were, and have remained fifty years afterwards, the promotion of structural steelwork by improving design and construction techniques.

The ways the ECCS realised the European promotion of structural steelwork are still the same:

· representation of its members in the development of appropriate standards and promotional information;

· help to influence decision markers through the management of adequate working committees, publications, conferences:

· active representation of the interests of the profession in international actions on standardisation, research and development, education and transnational contractual entities.

Indeed, the Convention is member of the European Steel Technology Platform (ESTP), ECCREDI, etc.

Membership has increased since its setting up from 7 countries up to 30 nowadays: 

* Full Members & International Members: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom, U.S.A.;

* Associate Members : This new member category has been created recently in order to allow the following Information and Promotion Offices (IPOs) as well as Technical Centres to become members of the ECCS: APTA (SP), CIA (BE), CIDECT (DE), CORUS (U.K.), SCI (U.K.), OTUA (FR);

* Supporting Members: ARCELOR (LU) and MARCEGAGLIA (IT).

That’s all a work of team, and we owe a great debt to all the members.  So let us celebrate 
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this anniversary together, and of course with our friends.

Meet on 20-23 September 2005 in Nice, France.
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